Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder: perceptions, practice and politics.
Some of the issues related to the doubts and complexities involved in the diagnosis and treatment of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) are reviewed. While some writers claim that it is clear that all children presenting with ADHD should be treated by pharmacological means, there are associated risks and politics. However, in the absence of well established and research-supported alternative understandings of the aetiology and treatment of the disorder, many practitioners feel unable to offer a useful service. Resulting frustrations have led some parents to form their own support networks, which make strong demands for increased services. More creative and innovative therapeutic interventions focusing on the broader impact of ADHD must be developed to deal with this disorder.